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A Proposal for the Proper Application of Dynamic Pile Loading Tests
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SYNOPSIS : Locally PDA has been utilized mainly as an alternative way of performing pile loading
tests. More than 30 units of PDA's are believed to be operating in Korea. It is true that PDA can
provide useful information regarding bearing capacity, integrity, hammer performance, time effect,
etc. However it is also true that inappropriate execution of PDA could result in harmful effects for
the safety of the superstructure or causing delay in the construction process. In this paper
several cases of inappropriate application of PDA are introduced. Most of the problems seemed
to be caused by unqualified personnel who carry out testing and analysis. From the evaluation of
the cases a proposal has been made for the proper application of PDA.
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